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MRC Regulatory Support Centre

Support and guidance 

for those conducting research 

with human participants, 

their tissues or data
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Aims

• Current UK landscape

• Challenges and opportunities around health data 

access for research

• Overview of ongoing streamlining activities
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Data access approvals

Data Providers

• NHS Trusts

• NHS Digital

• Clinical Practice Research Database

• Public Health England

• Secure Anonymised Information Linkage (Wales)

• NHS Boards (Scotland)

• Information Services Division (Scotland)
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Research approvals: UK-wide

Research Approvals

• NHS Ethics

• Health Research Authority

• Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
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Research approvals – England / Wales

• Confidentiality Advisory Group
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Research approvals – Scotland

• Caldicott Guardian

• Public Benefit and Privacy Panel
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Research approvals – Northern Ireland

• Common Law
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UK by Population Density
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Complicated
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Background
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Challenges

For researchers

One research project leads to multiple 

applications to different organisations

Difficult to navigate the system

Understanding what is possible
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Challenges

For research approvers / data providers

Legal / Policy constraints

Understanding researchers

Getting messages out to researchers
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What are we doing?

Research approvers / data providers

• Understanding language

• Understanding and streamlining approval processes

• Building relationships and trust

Researchers /  Research Organisations

• Transparency in what is required to access data
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mrc.ukri.org/regulatorysupportcentre

For support and guidance with:

• Consent, ethics and governance;

• Confidentiality, data protection and data access;

• Translational research (e.g. medicines, devices, in vitro 

diagnostics, cell and gene therapies etc.)

• Human tissue; and more.


